RTF 323-1 

Experimental Film: History and Aesthetics 

Fall 2007 
4-6 TuTh 
119 Louis Flail 

Chuck Kleinhans 

office: 117 at 1800 Sherman, 491 -2255; 491-7315 
chuckkle@northwestern.edu 

Prerequisite: undergrad majors-completion of 100 and 200 level requirements; 
nonmajors RTF 220 or senior standing; grads: permission of instructor. 

An introduction to the history and aesthetics of the film avant garde from the 
1920s in Europe to contemporary US work. Emphasis is on exploring the range 
of experimental film practice and developing critical and aesthetic concepts for 
discussing avant garde work. A thematic unit on US work of the 50s, 60s, and 
70s will consider the parallels between the Beat Generation, Pop Art and the 
Counterculture and contemporaneous film work. 

The course combines screenings, lectures, discussions, readings, and off 
campus screenings. Films are the main texts for the course. Films will be 
screened in class and cannot be seen at other times. Thus attendance is 
important and will help determine the grade. Assigned work includes 5 short 
reports on field work in Chicago's experimental film and video scene and 
adjoining art world, weekly participation in Course Management System 
(Blackboard), an in-class midterm and a final. The final can be either a take- 
home or in-class (undergrad option). 

Grad students will do additional reading and writing, including a take-home final. 
Grad students will have an additional screening/discussion section that will meet 
several times during the quarter. 



